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Messrs. Abbot, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Dancy, Grimes,
Gage, Jewett, McRea, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace and
Williams—qjuorum present.

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted.

A message was received from His Excellency the Governor,
transmitting the following communication.

Exzovrive OrricE,
Austin, Dec. 20th, 1847,

Gentlemen of the Senate:

1 have the honor to inform you that I have received from
the Hon. A. Hutchinson, a manuseript copy of a Digest of the
laws of Texas, prepared by that gentleman, which he informs
me includes all of the Legislation of the Republic of Texas,
down to the 27th February, 1845, and which he proposes to sell
to the State for the sum of one thousand dollars. Such a work
is much needed, and would be cheap at the price for which it
is offered, if it should prove to be as perfect as it is believed

'Mr. Hutchinson is capable of making. It is too voluminous
to be transmitted with this communication, but it is now in the
" Executive Department, subject to your inspection. 1 would
respectfally suggest to your honorable body the propriety of
having the same examined by a proper committee, that the
Legislature may dispose of Mr. ﬁntchinson's proposition ac-

ecordingly, |
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON.

Which communication, on motion of Mr. Parker was referred
to the committee on the Judiciary, ooy st

The President of the Senate retired to be present at the in-

~auguration of the Governor and Lieut. Governor elect.

On motion of Mr. Phillips, Mr. Burleson took the chair as

~ President, pro lem. 5 et

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate took recess for
five minutes.

Senate met—quorum present.

A message was received from His Excelleney the Governor,
presenting two communications in writing—one in relation to
a treaty entered into by the United States Government with
the various tribes of Indians in Texas—which, on motion of
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Gentlemen of the Legislature, and Fellow-Citizens :

The present occasion inspires me with pleasing ahd grate-
ful emotions. I am deeply aflected by the recent manifestation
of the partiality.of the people of Texas, in conferring upon me
the distinguished office of Governor of the State, and I avail
myself of this opportunity to return to them, through their ho-
norable representatives, my most sincere and hearty thanks,
with the solemn assurance, that in the discharge of the high
trusts, so generously confided to me, my highest aim shall be,
to merit their condinued and abiding esteem.

I will regard the solemn injunctions of the oath which the
constitution requires me to take, but not more sacredly than I
will the moral obligations imposed upon me by a brave and
generons people.

Upon this occasion a full exposition of my views of state
policy cannot be expected. At an early day, 1 will recommend
to the consideration of the Legislature, as the constitution re-
quires me to do, such measures as the public interests may
seem to require.

To such measures as the Legislature in its wisdom may
adopt, to promote the public welfare, I can promise an honest
and cordial co-operation.

Gentlemen, I am apprised of the arduousness and responsibi-
lity of the duties which will soon devolve upon me, nor am I
insensible of my own inexperience and inability. 1 therefore
feel less hesitaney in requesting of you, in the outset, your aid
and reciprocal co-operation. \gt)ur patriotism and intelligence,
together with your uniform courtesy and kindness, is a suffi-
cient gnaranty to me, that, in the constitutional dimh:lise of my
duties, your valuable assistance will be accorded, readily and
co "

Senators and Representatives! You are already actively en-
gaged in the discharge of your important duties. Your con-
stituents, while they have honored you with their preference,
have entrusted to you their most sacred iﬂm?i;e imtnli not
reflect upon your integrity by ur upon you ti portance
ofa us vang;l;mgdhmg%ncepow zuchmm leasures and
principles as will promiote their present and future prosperity.

I will only indulge the hope that the present session, com-
menced under such auspicious circumstances, may result in
abundant good to our common constituents.
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Bnnn% the admlmstramn of my sor, the
Texas to her territorial limits, as uniformly asserted, have :
recogfised by the Executive of the United States. The i
sion of onr soil has been repelled and hurled backnpon. '
vain-glorious foe; and the sword, that alternative long de
until forced u nmbyhkxm,lntmmlydnmm or
of retributive justice upon our obstinate, but now defeamé,
~my. During the progressof the war, in which the patriotisr
.i-,»uﬂ valor of the nation have been smmt%ﬂgmﬂy dtsplaye’d, otk

 eonduct of Texians have sustained their high reputation fo
chivalry, already won on mya rard-fought field. ‘Theg

ved ves among
g.uu. They have Smsght s s’ mmam

Mvnbrnndmmbmhnmnmmm to the a
o{theUmon,andfruhhurehtolhemrﬂalchmcm oi'

M‘MEM&VQMﬂf ﬁmsm;i:t 'wdlbamy effor $
qdandmtthe present administration of the national Go:
uymnt,m its general policy, and especially in a continue
i roaecnuonof the war, a our common enemy

a.ng propa' mnh af.

| Loy endea;gr to snstain to th 'ﬁf _
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John A. Greer, President of the Senate, addressed the Senate
as follows: 3

Geentlemen of the Senate :

It aflords me pleasure to greet you as the Representatives of
the people of Texas, by whom I have been so recently elevated
1o the station I now POQ“PK: as presiding officer of this body—
the duties of which thoug uous, and at times extremely
perp}:ﬂting, I shall endeavor to discharge with fidelity and im-

3 .t A ')

pa_rht; pglitiml connection with Texas dates back to the year
1838{ and I now with pleasure behold before me those with
whom I have acted in days that are past and gone, and which
bring vividly to my mind the troubles and difficulties that
Texas has undergone ; but still survives to add another evi-
dence of man’s capacity of sell-government, and to afford an
as{l!um for millions yet unborn.

I'he present period of her existence is perhaps the most cri-
tical—her destinies for the time being have been committed to
ggur hands. Much will depend upon you, whether she shall

prosperous and happy, that you may be able so to guide and
direct her, is my fervent prayer. A

Gentlemen, permit me to tender to the people of Texas
through you, my sincere thanks for the honor they have thought
proper to confer upon mey and I will indulge the hope that my
connection with the Senate will be of an agreeable character—
to make it so will be my highest ambition,

I can only refer you to my past services as an earnest of what
my future will be. -

Mr. Grimes moved the Senate ad'lomn until to-morrow, 10
o'clock. Mr. Wallace moved 11 o'clock—lost. The question
then recurred on Mr. Grimes' motion—carried. |



